
Interreg-IPA Cross-border Cooperation 
Romania-Serbia Programme

Financed by the European Union and the partner states in the Programme

2011 census

~ 2,4 million people

52,18%47,82%

Strengthening the cross-border
cooperation between regional and
local public authorities, schools and

educational institutions, chambers of
commerce, NGOs, museums and

cultural institutions registered and
functioning in the eligible area etc.

Total budget of the Programme: 
€ 88.125.003 

European Union contribution represents: € 74.906.248 (IPA II)

www.romania-serbia.net

Serbia, 6 districts:
Severnobanatski | Srednjobanatski 

 Južnobanatski | Podunavski
Braničevski | Borski

Romania, 3 counties:
Timiş |Caraş-Severin |Mehedinţi 
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The Interreg - IPA Cross-border Cooperation Romania-Serbia Programme
provides the opportunity for both countries to continue their cross-border
cooperation under the Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA II)
financing instrument, using European Union support. The European Union
total contribution represents € 74.906.248.

The programme strategy focuses on the key challenges of the border region
and the responses that are available to address problems that exist, namely:
the connectivity of the region, the lack of competitiveness which affects the
economy of the border area, key issues of rural development, the significant
common challenges in the environment field, cross-border emergency
situations, the perception of the border as a “division” and not having an
intense cooperation and contact between regions and communities on both
sides of the border. 

These challenges have been targeted by projects that contribute to the
modernization of road infrastructure and transport safety measures,
promotion of natural and cultural heritage (including tourism), environment
protection and risk management, increasing of labour mobility and
development of sustainable services, promoting the social inclusion for
marginalized groups. 

With the support of the European Union funding and the partner states in the
Programme, € 64.3 million were contracted by 62 Romanian-Serbian cross-
border projects (data from 2019), including 2 strategic projects.

About the programme

www.romania-serbia.net
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Four priority axes have been identified as the basis for intervention in order to
address common challenges facing regions in both Romania and Republic of Serbia.

Priority axis 1 was developed in order to enhance the potential of the programme
area for an inclusive growth. 
Priority axis 2 focuses on the sustainable use of natural resources. 
Priority axis 3 promotes the achievement of improved quality standard in public
transport, mobility services, improved and enlarged access to modern and efficient
public utilities services (incl. Internet, energy). 
Priority axis 4 tackles the tourism activity in the Romanian-Serbian cross-border
area in order to improve the capabilities and skills for high quality tourism services.

PRIORITY AXES AND OBJECTIVES

Improvement of quality of tourism services and products

Public utilities infrastructure
Transport infrastructure and services

Mobility

www.romania-serbia.net

Innovative tourism activities

Environmental risks management
Environmental protection

Sustainable use of natural resources
Social and cultural inclusion

Health infrastructure

Health and social infrastructure
Labour mobility Employment
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Strategic call (launched on 15 September 2015 / deadline on 15 March 2016):

Submitted
projects17 Financed

projects
2

Interreg-IPA Cross-border Cooperation 
Romania-Serbia Programme

www.romania-serbia.net

11 projects

1 project

6 projects 4 projects

1 project

11 projects

FIRST CALL (launched on 15 September 2015 / deadline on 1 February 2016):

SECOND CALL (launched on 27 November 2017 / deadline on 24 April 2018):

Financed
projects

32
Romanian & Serbian
cross-border partner
institutions

Romanian & Serbian
cross-border partner
institutions

84

8

2014 2020

Submitted
projects

194

Submitted
projects176
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30 Projects approved
for financing

Romanian & Serbian
cross-border partner
institutions

67

12 projects 11 projects 2 projects 3 projects

30 projects finalized

Projects
contracted in 201928



€ 64.3 million contracted (IPA II funding) distributed to 62 projects and 4 priority axes:

Implementing authorities:

Managing Authority: Ministry of Public Works, Development and Administration (RO)

www.romania-serbia.net

Joint Secretariat: Regional Office for Cross-border Cooperation Timisoara

National Authority: Ministry of European Integration (SRB)

www.mlpda.ro

www.mei.gov.rs

www.brct-timisoara.ro
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Examples of projects
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Interreg-IPA Cross-border Coopera�on 
Romania-Serbia Project

● over 16.000 citizens from the cross-border
area benefited from high quality diagnostic or 
surgery services;
● 10.749 persons were investigated for
diabetes;
● 6.506 free ophthalmological investigations
were performed and 560 patients had free eye 
surgery services;
● 3.956 free medical investigations for
disadvantaged persons and 324 free eye 
surgery services for disadvantaged persons 
were performed;
● 1 building which hosts the Regional
Ophthalmological Laser Centre was 
rehabilitated;
● after the finalisation of the project, the
doctors are continuing to perform diagnosis 
and surgeries for a minimum of 1.000 citizens 
of the cross-border area per year without any 
direct charges.

surgery services were available to the citizens of the 
Romanian-Serbian cross-border area.

The project offered professional training to family 
doctors regarding eye pathology and brought important 
improvements in the accuracy of an earlier diagnosis in 
the ophthalmologic field.



L O N G E R    L I F E

Interreg-IPA Cross-border Cooperation  
Romania-Serbia Project
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Serbia Romania

Due to prevention and 
timely reaction on 
vascular stroke, many 
lives could be saved and 
the ability to work 
quickly restored. This is 
the main challenge 
jointly tackled by the 
project, by involving 
experts from both sides 
of the Romanian-Serbian 
border.

The `Longer Life` project aimed to reduce the 
incidence, mortality and degree of disability, as well as 
shorten the time of hospitalization of patients with 
acute ischemic stroke by using the purchased equipment 
for its prevention and timely reaction. New protocols 
were developed for reliable, non-invasive and 
inexpensive diagnosis and early screening of vascular 
cognitive impairment. In rural areas mostly, the team 
used the Mobile Prevention Diagnostic System to perform 
more than 1300 medical visits. The project team, 
composed of neurology and psychiatry experts from both 
countries, used a well-equipped laboratory of cervical-
cerebral Doppler ultrasonography to perform further 
evaluations. The more advanced equipment (brain CT, 
brain MRI) purchased allowed for thorough investigations 
of ischemic stroke patients.

Before

After
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